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SUBJECT: BLOCKED BANK ACCOUNTS IN GDR 

THE DEPARTMENT RECEIVES FREQUENT AND BITTER COMPLAINTS 
FROM HOLDERS OF BLOCKED BANK ACCOUNTS IN THE GDR, SOME 
INDICATING THAT THE BANK'S ADMINISTRATIVE PRACTICES ARE 
GRADUALLY ERODING THEIR FUNDS. CAN THE EMBASSY CONFIRM 
THE ALLEGATION THAT WHILE ONLY ONE PERCENT INTEREST IS 
PAID, A BANK HANDLING CHARGE AMOUNTS TO FIVE PERCENT PER 
ANNUM? ALSO, PLEASE CLARIFY WHAT THE GDR POLICY IS ON USE 
OF THE FUNDS WHILE THE HOLDER IS IN THAT COUNTRY: 

HOW MUCH CAN A HOLDER USE PER DAY? EACH VISIT? IS IT 
POSSIBLE FOR A US CITIZEN TO TRANSEER THE ACCOUNT TO A 
RELATIVE? TO PERMIT ANYONE ELSE TO USE THE EUNDS? 
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